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public finance and bring a broader picture into the analysis. When states take over, control by civil 
society initiatives gets lost. Institutionalised Gender Budgeting projects tend to focus on very differ-
ent questions. There is a tendency that the ambitions are sharply reduced and the approach gets 
reduced to banalities within the state. Even though institutions do have equality goals they are ac-
tually hardly ever a major element in the institutions’ activities.  

An important focus should be on lobbying on targets and indicators in order to make (lack of) pro-
gress visible. 

The links and differences between Gender Budgeting and Gender Mainstreaming have been a ma-
jor topic of concern and discussion. On the one hand there is the definition by the European Coun-
cil, which defines Gender Budgeting as an application of Gender Mainstreaming in financial poli-
cies. On the other side there is the experience with the implementation of Gender Mainstreaming 
with results which are at least very ambiguous.  

Weaknesses of Gender Mainstreaming (GM) are manifold: methods are rather weak, application of 
GM is stuck in areas of less importance, the emancipatory dimension has faded away, de facto 
equality is not that much at the forefront. GM lacks mostly the participatory dimension. But, as GM 
is in many documents and it is declared policy of most governments it is difficult to let it completely 
aside. There is a need for new, strong structures with sufficient resources in order to make it work. 

An important challenge is to establish strong links between an emancipatory political agenda and 
adequate GM and Gender Budgeting techniques. In the face of the failure of GM what is needed is 
to take forward the technical know how and link it to the needs of women and the feminist agenda. 
We really have to have our concepts clear. Conceptualising could be used as a strategy.  

The example of Berlin shows that GM and Gender Budgeting have been implemented in a parallel 
way. Major policy implications of the exercise are still awaited. 

Gender Budgeting within the government will only work if the Ministry of Finance is involved. It is a 
“messy business”, it is a political strategy; aimed at getting governments to think about equality. It is 
important in the face of governments reluctance to act transparently. The success depends on how 
much governments can be made to care about equality! 

Benchmarking is crucial. Targets and indicators may be a point to build-in something that’s surviv-
able. 

2.2.5 PANEL V – COMMON ACTIVITIES 

 

 Adoption of the Declaration: “Gender Budgeting in Europe – NOW!” 

 Future Strategies – Lobbying and Networking 

 

At the meeting in Vienna, the European Gender Budgeting Network was established. Its purpose is: 

 exchange of experience 

 access to resources and expertise 

 make material accessible to a wider audience 

 keep GB on the agenda, pro-active activities 

 

The functioning of the network will be characterized by decentralized activities. The primary focus 
will be on developing research projects in order to further develop Gender Budgeting, seek funding 
for networking activities and establish a website to publish material. Thanks to Priya Alvazez from 


