
 

 

5.6 Spain: Overview of ongoing initiatives  
by Priya Álvarez 

The "Gender Budget" experience is an initiative of Emakunde/Basque Women's Institute30 (Basque 
Government) to mainstream the gender perspective into the budgets of any public administration, 
which is included in the III Plan of Affirmative Action for Basque Women: "Gender Perspective in 
Public Policy", in its first chapter: Building up the normative and prescriptive capacity to develop 
gender-sensitive policies from the Basque Political Institutions. 

This initiative reflects some of the measures that were proposed in the Beijing Conference in 1995 
in favour of creating institutional mechanisms in the economic realm and implementing gender-
sensitive analysis on public expenditure and taxation. 

From 1999 on, Emakunde has fostered several projects in this direction: 

 The elaboration of a detailed Smart Digital Library ("Public Gender Budgets") with open 
access through the internet 
http://infopolis.es/qw30sp/topic.cfm?room_id=1005&set_cookie=1 

 The set-up of a Seminar at the Basque Government Interdepartmental Committee, led 
by Dr.a Rhonda Sharp, an Australian professor of Economics who implemented the first 
Gender Budget experience in her country. 

A follow-up Seminar held at Emakunde's with one of the most salient experts on the field, Dr.a Dia-
ne Elson. 

In 2001, they decide to move on into the practical field to implement a pilot project within the 
Basque administration. A working group has been created, promoted by Emakunde, involving sev-
eral departments and being assisted by Rona Fitzgerald, who is leading at the same time a similar 
experience with the Irish and the Scottish government. A technical team is also created to support 
the whole experience and the people taking part in it. 

In 2002, a pilot initiative is carried out with the participation of six Basque Government Depart-
ments. It was finished with a closing conference with contributions of national and international ex-
perts. 

In 2003, a handbook, based on the previous work of Dr.a Ailsa McKay and Dr.a Rona Fitzgerald, 
was released through Emakunde’s website 
(www.emakunde.es/actualidad/presupuestos/web_en/default.htm). 

Basque Government Working Group 
DEPARTMENTS SELECTED PROGRAMMES 

Home Office Citizenship Training for Emergences 

Industry, Trade and Tourism Technological Centres 

Transport, Public Buildings and Infrastruc-
tures Transport 

Health System Funding and Self Help Groups 

Culture Sports 

Land and Environment Environmental Education 

                                                  
30 Emakunde is a state organization, thus the initiative presented here is a governmental one. 


