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Fazit: GB kann ein Instrument für emanzipatorische Politik sein, aber es müssen gewisse Voraus-
setzungen gegeben sein, gerade aber die finanzpolitischen Rahmenbedingungen sind derzeit un-
günstig, weil sie intransparent sind und dem demokratischen Prozess immer stärker entzogen wer-
den. 

6.3 Daniel Waterschoot: Gender budgeting – an instrument to foster equal 
opportunities in Europe? The view and current activities of the European 
Commission on gender budgeting 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you for having invited me to this conference today on gender budgeting. I am very happy to 
take part in this panel discussion on a very important instrument for equality between women and 
men.  

In the European Commission, we are committed to promoting equality and eliminating inequality 
between women and men. This commitment is enshrined in the Treaty of the European Commu-
nity. The active participation of women in the labour market and the elimination of inequalities in all 
aspects of life is vital if the Union is to become a truly dynamic and competitive economy.  

Effective gender mainstreaming is a challenging task for all organisations and in all countries. Gen-
der budgeting is the application of gender mainstreaming in the budgetary process. It means incor-
porating a gender perspective at all levels of the budgetary process and restructuring revenues and 
expenditure in order to promote gender equality. Political commitment at the highest level, ade-
quate resources and visible strategies and initiatives are essential if we want gender mainstreaming 
to be an effective tool for the realisation of gender equality.  

Let me give you a summary of some of the work the EU has been doing in the area of gender bud-
geting. 

In 2001, the Belgian Presidency of the Union hosted an international conference on "Gender re-
sponsive budgeting". The conference was sponsored by the OECD in co-operation with UNIFEM 
and the Nordic Council of Ministers. Following this the European Commission organised a technical 
seminar aimed at strengthening gender mainstreaming in the work of the ECOFIN Council. 

In 2003 the European Parliament held a public hearing and presented a report on gender budget-
ing. The report called on the Commission, Member States, regional and local governments and the 
European Parliament to carry out gender budgeting. It also emphasised that the successful imple-
mentation of gender budgeting requires a political commitment to achieving equality between wo-
men and men. 

Following this, Commissioner Schreyer, responsible for the EU budget in the Prodi Commission, 
asked for an internal study in order to see if the Community budget might be analysed from a gen-
der perspective. The analysis does not cover the entire budget but focuses on a number of specific 
fields: Structural Funds, in particular the European Social Fund, External Relations and Research. It 
is a quantitative analysis carried out ex-post. It represents a small but important step forward from 
the political point of view towards gender budgeting at European level.  

The report is not finalised32 but preliminary findings show that many Commission departments fund 
specific activities to promote gender equality both within the Union and outside. More and more de-
partments are developing ex-ante gender analysis as part of their policy mainstreaming. Hopefully, 

                                                  
32 Subsequent inquiry within the Commission on the status of this internal study reveiled that there are “no activities on 
Gender Budgeting carried out in DG Budget”, the “internal study” is not known of. 


