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Günther Chaloupek and I share two important things in common. We
both have published in the field of Austrian economic history and we both
have important ties to the American Midwest. In the 1970-71 academic
year, Günther earned an M.A. in Economics at the University of Kansas. I
was born and raised in a small town in Illinois and moved to Minnesota in
1990.

In between I spent almost 30 years on the east coast pursuing schooling,
my career, and raising a family. In 2003, after thirteen years of living in Min-
nesota, I suddenly felt myself to be a “born-again” Midwesterner and
began pursuing my current passion—studying the history of the region I
call home. Whether by nature or because of his student days in Kansas,
Günther embodies a number of Midwestern traits I admire. He is a high
achieving scholar and a strong leader of those who strive to make the
world a better place, yet he remains thoroughly humble and without
pretention. I am delighted to be among those contributing to this Festschrift
in honor of him and his extraordinary accomplishments.

For some time the Midwest has been off the radar of most foreigners and
even many Americans who regard it as “flyover” territory compared to what
lies along the coasts—the Atlantic, the Pacific, and the Gulf. The same
holds true for most American historians. The Midwest is a common site for
their research projects, but unlike the South, the West, and colonial New
England, it has little standing within the historical profession as a distinct
field of study with its own intellectual coherence, historiography, course
offerings, professional society, and scholarly journal. Like a growing num-
ber of scholars, I believe that the Midwest’s history as a region deserves
wider attention. Though difficult to define and with an identity that is only
100 years old, the territory of today’s Midwest played a central role in the
history of North America long before and after European contact, and still
does today. What do we learn by viewing the story of America’s past
through a Midwestern lens? In what sense is much of American history
really the story of its Midwestern heartland? For the purposes of my paper,
I have adopted a “big tent” approach in defining the Midwest as constitut-
ing all or parts of the following states moving west to east: North Dakota,
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