
alienation. Their ideas pass out of their hands, to be used by others for
whatever aims they think fit: The scientist has no moral responsibility for it.
As a result there is this curious contrast: The scientist is to quite a large ex-
tent free in his domain, nobody interferes with the process of scientific
thinking.1 The price for this freedom is complete resignation in his relation
to society: He has no influence on the use to which science is put.

The social scientist, on the other hand, has started as a producer of ide-
ologies, either apologetic or utopian, or reformist. Only comparatively re-
cently has he started to offer techniques, like the scientist, but in contrast to
the latter’s techniques, they are inextricably mixed up with social aims and
political issues. The political powers which the scientist has (to a large ex-
tent) shut out from the intimacy of his work shop since Galilei, are ever
present in the social scientist’s study.

As a result, the social scientist finds it difficult to sell his “products”, like
the scientist, and wash his hands afterwards. Rather, he has to sell himself
as a whole: That means, the very contents of his work are difficult to sepa-
rate from social and political issues.

This, however, has to be qualified. There are signs that also social or
economic techniques lend themselves to use by different powers and for
different aims (this is true, for example, of full employment techniques) so
that the contrast described above reduces to a difference of degrees and is
perhaps connected with the different stages of development of the two
fields of knowledge. In practice, however, the difference is very great, so
that the above picture of the contrast in the position of scientist and social
scientist is not exaggerated.

Impact on Society
Still another contrast appears if we consider the impact on society. While

science has turned society upside down, the social sconces, for a long
time at least, seemed to provide only incantation. It is a large question,
however, – and one belonging to social science itself – how much impact
ideologies have had on the development of society. Some influence can
hardly be denied. Furthermore, we shall never be able to solve our prob-
lems without the utopia-creating powers of social sciences.

There is also a more pedestrian side to the question of impact. As men-
tioned already, the social sciences nowadays offer techniques for practical
use. This is in many ways a major change. We do not believe any more
that unemployment is beyond control. We know perfectly well how to con-
trol it. More generally, economic techniques play a sufficiently large role in
modern administration to make it practically impossible for governments to
do without the advice of trained economists.

The practical use of social science to governments may perhaps be
better seen from the following angle: Modern governments try to base their
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