
 

42 

 

ANHANG: GROSSE ROHSTOFF HANDELSFIRMEN 

VITOL GROUP 

http://www.vitol.com 

 

2010 revenue: $195bn 
President and CEO: Ian Taylor 
Founded: 1966 by Ian Taylor 
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland; Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands 
Staff numbers: 2,700 
Focus, operations, events: Top focus is physical oil trading. 
It scaled down derivatives trading several years ago. Last 
week, Vitol was first to export oil from rebel-held Libya. 
Assets include: storage tanks, exploration and production in 
the Philippines, Congo, Ghana, Nigeria, Russia, Azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan, and the Fujairah refinery in the United 
Arab Emirates. 
Facts: Vitol and Glencore were among dozens of firms 
accused of paying kickbacks to Iraq in 2005 by a commission 
that probed the United Nation's Oil for Food programme. 
Vitol was fined $17.5m after pleading guilty.  

GLENCORE INTERNATIONAL 

http://www.glencore.com/ 

 

2010 revenue: nearly $145bn.  
Net income: $3.8bn 
Chief executive: Ivan Glasenberg 
Founded: 1974 by Marc Rich as Marc Rich & Co. 
Headquarters: Baar, Switzerland. 
Staff numbers: 2,700 
Focuses on: metals and minerals, energy and agricultural 
products. It holds large stakes in publicly listed firms such as 
Xstrata.  

CARGILL 

http://www.cargill.com 

 

2010 global sales: $108bn 
Chief executive: Greg Page 
Founded: 1865 by William Wallace Cargill at the end of the 
US Civil War with one grain storage silo in Iowa. 
Headquarters: Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Staff numbers: 131,000  
Involved in: agribusiness, energy trading, meat and food 
ingredient applications, biofuels production, animal 
nutrition products, and industrial products such as steel and 
salt. 
Other: WW Cargill's son-in-law, John MacMillan Sr, took 
over leadership of the company in 1909. Today, nearly 90pc 
of the company is still owned by the Cargill and MacMillan 
families. The remainder is owned by employees.  

KOCH INDUSTRIES 

http://www.kochind.com 

 

2009 revenue: near $100bn, according to sources. 
Chairman and CEO: David Koch 
Founded: Winkler-Koch Engineering co-founded by Fred 
Koch in 1925. 
Headquarters: Wichita, Kansas 
Staff numbers: 50,000 in the United States, 20,000 
internationally 
Interests include: oil refining and transportation, 
petrochemicals, forestry and paper, and ranching.  
Other: Family firm run by the conservative-activist Koch 
brothers, David and Charles (executive VP). The duo has 
spent millions funding advocacy groups and political 
campaigns of right-wing US politicians and candidates. 
David Koch has argued against evidence of global warming 
as a result of industrial activity.  


