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Incentives 

Apart from that, the agreement should provide for technical and developmental support, which – if 

appropriate – is linked to cooperation with multilateral agencies and in particular the ILO.28 Additional 
incentives including trade incentives could also be included.29 
 

6. Sample texts for social standards of a Sustainability Chapter 

This chapter presents two sample texts: one for EU negotiations with developing countries, another 
for EU negotiations with industrial countries. Both sample texts have been compiled from relevant 

elements of existing agreements. The changes made by the authors are marked by square brackets 
and footnote references. The differentiation in two sample chapters has been made to meet the 
different requirements and capacities with regard to standardization and implementation of these 

country groups.30 The possible negotiating scope of the EU has also been taken into account. A traffic 
light system has been used with regard to standards and implementation mechanisms to show 
minimum requirements (red), average requirements (yellow) and maximum requirements (green). The 

following diagram depicts the range, which is presented by the coloured text elements: 
 

 EL  IL 

Standards    

 Core Labour Standards  Core Labour Standards + 

Priority Conventions 

 Priority Conventions  Minimum wage, working 

hours, health & safety in the 

workplace, non- 

discrimination of migrants 

 Decent Work Agenda  Decent Work Agenda 

    

Implementation 

mechanisms 

   

 Social standards part of 

dispute resolution  

 Social standards part of 

dispute resolution 

 Programme for 

improving working 

conditions 

  

 

The non-coloured text represents standard formulations in Sustainability Chapters, which in the 
present form - neutral resp. undisputed - are included in a large number of existing agreements. It 
should also be pointed out here that not the complete, largest possible extent of a subchapter in FTAs 

has been depicted, but exclusively those social standards, which have been included by the authors 
of the study as central, integrated components of such a chapter. 

                                                      
28 See also the USA - Cambodia Textile Agreement. 
29 See also ITUC/ETUC Statement of trade union demands relating to key social elements of “sustainable devel- 
opment” chapters in EU negotiations on free trade agreements” (FTA), http://www.ituc-
csi.org/IMG/pdf/TLC_DE.pdf (25.02.2010). 
30 Certain regions or individual countries were not categorized to make the sample chapters manageable and 
practicable on the one hand, and to avoid a fragmentation of standards and implementation mechanisms on the 
other, which would be problematic from both a theoretical and a practical point of view.  


