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Executive Summary 
 

 

 

This legal opinion focuses on the institutionalized regulatory cooperation envisaged in CETA 

and TTIP. It examines how these agreements jeopardize or safeguard the interests of workers, 

consumers and the environment. 

 

 

1. In addition to lowering and abolishing customs duties (tariff-based barriers to trade) 

CETA and TTIP aim to remove restrictions to trade through policy measures (non-

tariff barriers to trade). One way of achieving this is through regulatory cooperation. 

 

2. Regulatory cooperation here means future cooperation between the contracting parties 

on regulatory matters (for example through measures such as harmonization, mutual 

recognition or conformity assessments) after CETA and TTIP have been ratified. 

 

3. Apart from a few exceptions, the scope of application of regulatory cooperation in 

CETA und TTIP includes all regulations relevant to trade in goods and services. On 

the EU side, this includes both regulations of the European Union and those of the 

Member States. 

 

4. Many of these regulations also serve to protect workers, consumers and the 

environment. 

 

5. CETA and TTIP each contain a chapter with general provisions regarding regulatory 

cooperation. These are supplemented or modified for application in specific areas by 

special provisions in other chapters.  

 

6. Particular importance is given to each of the primary committees envisaged in CETA 

and TTIP (CETA Joint Committee and TTIP Joint Ministerial Body) as well as to the 

sub-committees that deal specifically with regulatory cooperation (CETA Regulatory 

Cooperation Forum and TTIP Regulatory Cooperation Body). Each of these 

committees has representatives of both contracting parties who adopt decisions 

unanimously. 

 

7. The above-mentioned committees deal with regulations of both sides, either in place 

or planned, according to their own work program. Harmonization, mutual recognition, 

and conformity assessment are the regulatory cooperation methods provided for 

overcoming divergences that inhibit trade. 

 

8. Atypically, the TTIP also mentions simplification as a tool. This term does not come 

from foreign trade and economics, but rather is commonly seen in the context of 

debate surrounding the introduction of reforms to reduce bureaucracy and simplify 

administration. Regulatory cooperation in the TTIP is thus not limited to overcoming 

divergences that pose barriers to trade; it also strives to reduce other, unnecessarily 

cumbersome regulations. 
  


