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15. The fact that CETA and TTIP provide special chapters on sustainable development 

concerning work standards and environmental protection is to be welcomed. However, 

these chapters and the activities envisioned therein stand largely isolated and 

unconnected to regulatory cooperation. Since the realization of sustainable 

development is particularly dependent on regulations, this also needs improvement.  

 

16. The drafts of both agreements envision the involvement of social groups in various 

contexts, but do not provide specifics. To ensure appropriate representation of civil 

society and societal partners, the regulations, which are often sketchy at best, must be 

formulated more precisely. Moreover, the representation of civil society groups must 

be ensured in activities and committees that are relevant to their work, and their 

involvement must be given ample opportunity to influence results. 

 

17. The European Parliament will consider these issues only once, at the time of the 

conclusion of the agreements. This is not enough to confer democratic legitimacy on 

the far-reaching possible actions and results of future regulatory cooperation (living 

agreements). In any case, in view of significant aspects of regulatory cooperation, the 

European Parliament should also participate in decision-making after the agreements 

are concluded.  

 

18. CETA and TTIP affect (also in the context of regulatory cooperation) areas, which 

according to EU law, fall within the jurisdiction of the Member States. At the same 

time, as things currently stand, only the EU itself, but not the Member States, is 

directly involved in regulatory cooperation. In this respect, in the relations of the EU 

with its Member States there is a conflict between the need for the EU to maintain a 

unified foreign policy stance in CETA and TTIP on one hand, and on the other, the 

right of the Member States to autonomously exercise the competencies they are 

entitled to. In order to establish a balance between these conflicting interests, an 

appropriate agreement between the EU and its Member States appears advisable. 
  


