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CONTROVERSIAL EUROPEAN PROJECTS BY CANADIAN MINING COMPANIES  
WILL CETA’s INVESTMENT CHAPTER HELP BREAK COMMUNITY RESISTANCE?

As Dalradian Resources is 
looking to develop a gold mine at 
Curraghinalt in Northern Ireland, 
environmentalists have warned of 
the potentially destructive impacts 
of the project, particularly on a 
nearby nature conservation area, 
and have questioned the absence 
of an environmental impact 
assessment for the project.

In October 2013, following strong 
community opposition motivated 

by concerns about environmental 
destruction, water contamination 

and loss of livelihoods, the regional 
government of Galicia, Spain, 

temporarily halted the development 
of an open-pit mine in Corcoesto 

by mining company Edgewater.  
In October 2015, Edgewater notified 

Spain of an investor-state dispute 
under the bilateral investment treaty 

between Spain and Panama.

Conservationists and indigenous 
groups have sounded alarm bells 
about the minerals exploitation 
boom in Lapland, Finland. 
Contaminated water and heavy 
metal waste from projects 
like First Quantum Minerals’ 
nickel mine in Sodankylä could 
bring permanent damage to the 
ecosystem and negatively impact 
indigenous communities and the 
region’s tourist industry.

Citizens are trying to stop open-
pit mines developed by Eldorado 

Gold in the Halkidiki region of 
Northern Greece (Skouries, 

Olympias, Stratoni). People fear 
the clearing of pristine forest, 
water contamination through 
cyanide use and loss of liveli-
hoods in the tourism, farming, 

fishing and beekeeping sectors.

Gabriel Resources is using 
investment pacts from the  
1990s to sue Romania  
(See Box 3). Community 
resistance over environmental 
destruction and the displace-
ment of villagers has put the 
company’s planned gold and 
silver mine in Roșia Montană 
on hold.

Locals and environmentalists in 
Bulgaria are trying to stop the 

approval of the Krumovgrad 
open-pit gold and silver mine 

developed by Dundee Precious 
Metals in the Natura 2000 site 

Ada Tepe. Concerns relate to 
pollution, strains on limited water 

resources and threats to the 
livelihoods of local farmers.


