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For example, ethnic segmentation in employment (e.g. cleaning) produces a gap in 

occupational status which carries adverse health consequences. This leads to higher 

susceptibility for climate related heat stress. It is concluded that, in the face of projected 

increases in the number of heat waves, it is essential to complement quantitative 

approaches with qualitative perspectives to understand heat-related health outcomes in 

terms of social and environmental inequalities.  

2.6 Access to resources 

In a recent publication on transport justice (Martens, 2016), it is argued that access to 

resources over space requires the fair treatment of people, not of places. Access to 

resources from a social and environmental perspective includes, but is not limited, to: (1) 

access to public facilities, (2) access to energy services, (3) access to green spaces and 

(4) access to (green) transportation systems. Access to basic public facilities in the 

environmental domain includes access to potable water, solid waste disposal and sewerage 

and to affordable (social) housing. Provisioning systems for these services can be 

considered fundamental for the fulfilment of subsistence needs at the household level. In 

Europe, energy services are increasingly privatised and therefore treated separately in this 

review. Reviewed studies show a large diversity in topics and methods, we therefore give 

a graphical overview of the countries where EI research has been carried out in relation to 

access to resources. The papers are referenced in the text.  

Access to basic (public) facilities 

In the EU, public provisioning systems of basic environmental services generally cover a 

large majority of the population. The trend towards urbanisation and out-migration of 

sparsely populated rural areas contributed to the increase in coverage of such services.  

From an environmental inequality perspective, however, research shows that public 

services are unequally distributed with respect to minorities, in particular Roma 

communities in several Central and Eastern European countries (Filčák, 2012b; Molnár 

et al., 2012). Although the adoption of the EU’s racial equality directive (in 2000) greatly 

enhanced legal protection against racial and ethnic discrimination, including access to 

public services, Filčák (2012a) revealed higher exposure to risk, or worse access to, 

environmental resources in the Roma settlements compared to their non-Roma 

neighbourhood. The largest inequality existed in access to clean water. The Roma were 

also more often affected by flooding and pollution exposure. The same pattern is described 

by Steger et al. (2007) in a case study in eastern Slovakia. Waste management and the 

problem of illegal dumps were clearly perceived as a focus area in the Roma communities. 

Typical of many Roma communities in Europe, the lack of sufficient sewerage and waste 

treatment creates a context for cumulative negative health impacts associated with 

contagions related to poor living conditions (Harper, 2009). 

Access to energy 

Although there is no clear definition or measure of ‘access to energy’, energy inequality is 

generally related to energy poverty, i.e. problems or inability of vulnerable households to 

access and afford sufficient levels of energy services, in particular for heating. It has been 

estimated that, at the peak of energy prices before 2009, more than 70 million people 

within the EU were living in conditions of fuel poverty (EPEE, 2009).  


