
 

 

The aim of this chapter is to present and classify the systems of water management in selected Euro-

pean countries. The term “systems comparison” shall be used below to refer to the description of the 

water management system in each individual area, the comparison of these using selected evaluative 

aspects and indicators as well as crucially the assessment of the systems with regards to the dicho-

tomy between public and private provision and the variation of this and mixed forms of this. Thus, the 

systems comparison shall necessarily be imprecise as the aim of this study is not to describe the water 

management system in each individual area in detail by means of comprehensive field research, but 

rather to use the selected standardised indicators to assess the individual country’s systems in com-

parison. 

For this systems description and comparison, there are a number of different classifications and sys-

tematisations that have been developed both by international institutes and by research facilities and 

associations. Within the scope of this study, indicators have been developed for systems description 

from this range of possible systematisations in order to achieve the aims of the project. The set of 

indicators we have selected is not suitable for an in-depth individual analysis beyond the aims of this 

study as it is only possible to get an overview of some aspects or to see these aspects from the 

perspective of a national average. 

Conditions for land use and settlement geography in one country (or one catchment area) provide 

the primary general framework of the study. Of course, the water resources (spring water, groundwater 

and surface water), precipitation and other natural conditions (geology, hydrology, vegetation, etc.) 

available (in a particular catchment area) are crucial for water management systems. The structure of 

the settlement is also pivotal, as infrastructural efficiency is fundamentally dependent on the forms of 

settlement, population density and the size of the area receiving services. 

The judicial and regulatory frameworks are based on the legal (national and European) foundations 

of water management; in this respect, the regulation of water management systems is becoming in-

creasingly important and thus the specification and monitoring of the extent to which the public interest 

(e.g. quality, environmental conditions, market and price regulations, etc.) is met is also gaining im-

portance. 

The geographical and technical organisation describes the current situation of the water manage-

ment systems in the seven selected countries with regard to the regional structure, supply network 

and a range of technical parameters. 


